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sorting of wools"1. Lastly, the fact that the staplers
could dispose of the different qualities of wool to different
manufacturers must have tended to reduce the average
price of wool2, even though the competition of the dealers
acted to some extent in the opposite direction. It was,
therefore, not altogether without justification that the wool
stapler was described as 'the sheet anchor of Great Britain'3.
These arguments in favour of the wool middleman were
equally valid in other industries. The retailer of leather4
was indispensable to the poorer traders and artificers in
furnishing them with small quantities of leather curried and
dressed and suited to their particular requirements. The
rich London shoemakers opposed free trade in leather, in
order " to prevent a supply of the poor and so force the trade
from the poor to themselves ". The suppression of the
retailer in the leather industry, complained the small master,
was designed to deprive the ' meaner' shoemakers of the
conveniences they now enjoyed, and drive the poorest shoe-
makers to become journeymen ' for smaller wages * 5.
Laws in restraint of wool dealers were passed in the Legal
fourteenth, fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.   As early
1390 it was ordered that " no Englishman buy any wool ", dealers.
other than manufacturers and merchant exporters, and the
prohibition was repeated at intervals 6.    Eventually it was
found that complicated economic problems could not be
solved by simple ethical rules, the attempt to eliminate the
middleman being bound to fail in the absence of any other
machinery to carry on his functions.    Norfolk was exempted
from the Act in 1547, and Halifax in 1555 7.   The law,
indeed, was unworkable and the proclamations issued by
1 Statutes, iv. part i. 232 (1554).    Cf. Dyer, The Fleece (1757), bk. ii. 49 :
" In the same fleece diversity of wool
Grows intermingled, and excites the care
Of curious skill to sort the sev'ral kinds ".
a Cf. the statement in Bischoff, History of the Woollen and Worsted
Manufactures, i. 333.
3 Campbell, The London Tradesman (1747), 199.
*	For laws against the retailer of leather, see Statutes, iv. part i. 368
(1559), 430, 723-
5 State Papers Domestic, 1675-1676, pp. 88, 370, 373.
•	Statutes, ii. 76 (1390), 535 (1489) ;  &• 3*8 (i53*)> 1004 (I545) ;   iv.
parti. 141 (1552).
T Ibid. iv. part i. ii, 288.

